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Row over site selection delays work on Central 

University, IIM 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Row-over-site-selection-delays-work-on-Central-

University-IIM/articleshow/44787694.cms 

SHIMLA: Site selection for two reputed institutes has become a political issue in Himachal Pradesh. With 

leaders having difference of opinion, these institutes are witnessing delay in finalization of sites for their 

permanent campuses. 

 

In 2010, the Central University was shifted to a temporary campus in Shahpur but till date, no permanent 

campus has come up as politicians have failed to evolve a consensus on the final site. Same is the fate of IIM, 

sources said. 

 

For the last four years, the Central University is running from the transit campus at Shahpur as government has 

yet to make up its mind whether the permanent campus should come up at Dehra or Dharamshala. Amid 

prevailing confusion, BJP leaders from Palampur are demanding opening of the campus of Central University at 

a vacant land near the agriculture university there. 

Sources said that initially there was a proposal to open two campuses of Central University at Dehra and 

Dharamshala. While campus at Dehra was to be known as "Beas campus," the other at Dharamshala was to be 

called as "Dhauladhar campus." But after a prolonged wait, none of the campuses came into existence while 

politics on Central University intensified once again. 

 

Another major institute awaiting land allotment in Himachal Pradesh is about Indian Institute of Management 

(IIM). During his visit to Delhi in September, Himachal Pradesh chief minister Virbhadra Singh had requested 

Union human resource development minister Smriti Irani that a site selection committee may be sent to finalise 

the site for IIM so that work on this prestigious institution could be started at the earliest. Land measuring 188 
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acres situated at Mauja Kolar near Paonta Sahib in Sirmaur district had been identified for the IIM, Singh said. 

 

With BJP heading the government at Centre, people of the state are eagerly waiting to see where exactly the 

IIM comes up as BJP leaders also have their choice of sites for the project. While Congress is planning to set up 

IIM in Sirmaur district, there are others who want to see the prestigious institution in their respective district. 

Within Congress, there is demand to open IIM either at Shimla or Bilaspur district while some want it at Solan 

or Hamirpur district. 

 

With the dispute over IIM persisting, former chief minister Prem Kumar Dhumal had even requested the Union 

government to conduct a survey to identify the location. "Congress leaders are fighting over the issue of 

opening IIM in their area. As such, survey is the only option left to defuse the situation and do justification with 

the institutes of national repute," he had said. 
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IISc Scientist Bags International Award for Work on 

Urban Floods  

BANGALORE: Prof Pradeep Mujumdar from the Department of Civil Engineering, IISc, has been awarded the 

prestigious Alexander von Humboldt Medal by the European Geosciences Union. The award is ‘reserved for 

scientists who have undertaken research in developing countries, for the benefit of the people and society, and 

have achieved exceptional international standing’. 

The main focus of Mujumdar’s work is to develop a conceptual framework to deal with complex water resource 

systems. Combining cutting edge research with application on the ground, his group has played a role in policy 

formulation and institutional capacity building. 

His latest research has looked at assessing the impact of climate change on hydrology (water resource systems). 

Complex computational models that predict the effect of climate change usually do not assess the impact on 

hydrology; this is a loophole Prof Mujumdar has been attempting to fill.  

His career has focused on bringing practical solutions to urgent problems related to managing India’s water 

resources. “Mujumdar experimented with application and adaptation of novel statistical and non-statistical 

methods in areas as diverse as floodplain planning, waste load allocation, reservoir control, wave routing, 

attribution of hydrological change and climate change adaptation, reflected in his prolific scientific career,” says 

the release. 

“It is for the ability of marrying excellent scholarship with a direct impact on people’s lives, that I have 

nominated Pradeep Mujumdar for the Humbolt medal,” said Prof Wouter Buytaert from Imperial College, who 

nominated Mujumdar. 

“For the last decade, Prof Mujumdar has been influencing the study of hydrology and water resources in India 

and the rest of Asia. Biological sciences struggle to find answers because of the sheer complexity of 

hydrological research, and analyse the water cycle.” With his engineering background, the scientist has 

effectively raised the bar for hydrological research in India. 

“The medal, comes as a compelling motivation to those working in developing countries,” he said. 

He also thanked his Indian and international collaborators, and students who worked in his group, for their 

contributions. 
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IIT-Madras seeks to be in top 50 in all disciplines 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/iit-madras-seeks-to-be-in-top-50-in-all-disciplines-

114101200673_1.html 

The IIT-Madras, has laid out a 'Strategic Plan 2014-2020'. The Vision, under the plan, is to be in the top 50 in 

all disciplines, by being a global leader in research and education. 

 

Pawan Goenka, chairman, IIT Madras and Executive Director, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd, said the key pillars 

to achieve this vision would be course programmes, research, engagement with industry, internationalisation 

and entrepreneurial activity. 

 

Another key focus for is to incubate 'blockbuster' companies that will create high-value intellectual property. 

IIT Madras figured on the QS World university ranking at 321 , but did not figue on the Times Higher 

Education ranking. The strategic plan is expected to help it to perform better in the rankings. 

 

"Modern India has a strong need for robust and innovative technology solutions, be it to improve the quality of 

life or to be on a par with global standards. Given the growing expectations and complexities, IIT-Madras will 

face the challenges in meeting this plan," said Goenka. However, he said, the plan has been thought through 

well, and keeping in mind the Institutes's robust ecosystem and team, it will make rapid progress towards 

achieving its vision. 
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