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| ATribute concert for Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan

NEW DELHI: Saaz, a tribute con-
cert for late legendary Pakis-
tani Qawwali singer Nusrat
Fateh Ali Khan, is set to take
place at the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) here Oc-
tober 15. :

The event is being orga-
nised by IIT Delhi Alumni
Association with the Board
For Recreational and Cre-

ative Activities (BRCA) of
IIT—Delhi, a statement said.
~ The House of Symphony, a
Capital-based independent
music ensemble, will pre-
sent the tribute along with

performances with other

bands and singers including
Advaita, Gaurav and Tarun
Balani and Hasya Shayari
Sammelan by five Urdu

poets.

“The late maestro’s con-
tribution to Qawwali and
other forms of singing is un-
paralleled and we are im-
mensely thrilled to pay a
tribute to the indomitable
legend through this con-
cert,” said Ashok Kumar,
president, IIT Delhi Alumni
Association., — IANS

Row over site selection delays work on Central

University, 1M

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Row-over-site-selection-delays-work-on-Central-

University-11M/articleshow/44787694.cms

SHIMLA: Site selection for two reputed institutes has become a political issue in Himachal Pradesh. With
leaders having difference of opinion, these institutes are witnessing delay in finalization of sites for their

permanent campuses.

In 2010, the Central University was shifted to a temporary campus in Shahpur but till date, no permanent
campus has come up as politicians have failed to evolve a consensus on the final site. Same is the fate of 1M,

sources said.

For the last four years, the Central University is running from the transit campus at Shahpur as government has
yet to make up its mind whether the permanent campus should come up at Dehra or Dharamshala. Amid
prevailing confusion, BJP leaders from Palampur are demanding opening of the campus of Central University at
a vacant land near the agriculture university there.

Sources said that initially there was a proposal to open two campuses of Central University at Dehra and
Dharamshala. While campus at Dehra was to be known as "Beas campus,” the other at Dharamshala was to be
called as "Dhauladhar campus.” But after a prolonged wait, none of the campuses came into existence while
politics on Central University intensified once again.

Another major institute awaiting land allotment in Himachal Pradesh is about Indian Institute of Management
(11M). During his visit to Delhi in September, Himachal Pradesh chief minister Virbhadra Singh had requested
Union human resource development minister Smriti Irani that a site selection committee may be sent to finalise
the site for 1IM so that work on this prestigious institution could be started at the earliest. Land measuring 188
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acres situated at Mauja Kolar near Paonta Sahib in Sirmaur district had been identified for the 11M, Singh said.

With BJP heading the government at Centre, people of the state are eagerly waiting to see where exactly the
IIM comes up as BJP leaders also have their choice of sites for the project. While Congress is planning to set up
IIM in Sirmaur district, there are others who want to see the prestigious institution in their respective district.
Within Congress, there is demand to open IIM either at Shimla or Bilaspur district while some want it at Solan
or Hamirpur district.

With the dispute over 1IM persisting, former chief minister Prem Kumar Dhumal had even requested the Union
government to conduct a survey to identify the location. "Congress leaders are fighting over the issue of
opening IIM in their area. As such, survey is the only option left to defuse the situation and do justification with
the institutes of national repute,” he had said.
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11Sc Scientist Bags International Award for Work on
Urban Floods

BANGALORE: Prof Pradeep Mujumdar from the Department of Civil Engineering, 11Sc, has been awarded the
prestigious Alexander von Humboldt Medal by the European Geosciences Union. The award is ‘reserved for
scientists who have undertaken research in developing countries, for the benefit of the people and society, and
have achieved exceptional international standing’.

The main focus of Mujumdar’s work is to develop a conceptual framework to deal with complex water resource
systems. Combining cutting edge research with application on the ground, his group has played a role in policy
formulation and institutional capacity building.

His latest research has looked at assessing the impact of climate change on hydrology (water resource systems).
Complex computational models that predict the effect of climate change usually do not assess the impact on
hydrology; this is a loophole Prof Mujumdar has been attempting to fill.

His career has focused on bringing practical solutions to urgent problems related to managing India’s water
resources. “Mujumdar experimented with application and adaptation of novel statistical and non-statistical
methods in areas as diverse as floodplain planning, waste load allocation, reservoir control, wave routing,
attribution of hydrological change and climate change adaptation, reflected in his prolific scientific career,” says
the release.

“It is for the ability of marrying excellent scholarship with a direct impact on people’s lives, that [ have
nominated Pradeep Mujumdar for the Humbolt medal,” said Prof Wouter Buytaert from Imperial College, who
nominated Mujumdar.

“For the last decade, Prof Mujumdar has been influencing the study of hydrology and water resources in India
and the rest of Asia. Biological sciences struggle to find answers because of the sheer complexity of
hydrological research, and analyse the water cycle.” With his engineering background, the scientist has
effectively raised the bar for hydrological research in India.

“The medal, comes as a compelling motivation to those working in developing countries,” he said.

He also thanked his Indian and international collaborators, and students who worked in his group, for their
contributions.
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II'T-Madras seeks to be in top 50 in all disciplines

http://www.business-standard.com/article/management/iit-madras-seeks-to-be-in-top-50-in-all-disciplines-
114101200673 1.html

The 11T-Madras, has laid out a 'Strategic Plan 2014-2020". The Vision, under the plan, is to be in the top 50 in
all disciplines, by being a global leader in research and education.

Pawan Goenka, chairman, 1T Madras and Executive Director, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd, said the key pillars
to achieve this vision would be course programmes, research, engagement with industry, internationalisation
and entrepreneurial activity.

Another key focus for is to incubate 'blockbuster' companies that will create high-value intellectual property.
IIT Madras figured on the QS World university ranking at 321 , but did not figue on the Times Higher
Education ranking. The strategic plan is expected to help it to perform better in the rankings.

"Modern India has a strong need for robust and innovative technology solutions, be it to improve the quality of
life or to be on a par with global standards. Given the growing expectations and complexities, 11T-Madras will
face the challenges in meeting this plan,” said Goenka. However, he said, the plan has been thought through
well, and keeping in mind the Institutes's robust ecosystem and team, it will make rapid progress towards

achieving its vision.
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BRITT WADE & SOUMITRA ROY/PROMETRIC

We wouldn’t know whether CAT
IS going to be a very valid test

By PrasHANT K. NaNDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

.........................

NEW DELHI

S-based education com-
pany Prometric Inc.,
which helped the elite

Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs) shift to computer-
based testing five years ago, has
lost out to Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd in the race for the
contract to conduct the Com-
mon Admission Test (CAT)
from this year onward. Promet-
ric India country manager Britt
Wade and general manager,
global business development,
Soumitra Roy, spoke about the
development and the compa-
ny's Indian operations in an in-
terview. Edited excerpts:

How is your India business shap-

ing up?

Roy: It's shaping up very
well. We are trying to focus our-
selves on a lot of indigenous
businesses as much as global
clients.

Wade: Certainly, over the last
18 months, we have tried to put
in place a lot of infrastructure.
We have created Prometric-
owned testing facilities in eight
major cities: Gurgaon, Hydera-
bad, Mumbai, Chennai, Banga-
lore, Ahmedabad, Kolkata and
Trivandrum. We are investing a
lot of energy putting in a world-
class footprint in the country
and, of course, as business con-
tinues to grow, we would ex-
pand our reach further.

You sald earlier you would like to
assoclate Prometric with the con-
duct of important exams as that
would set the standard for your-
self in India. What are the big
tests you are now conducting?

Roy: Being a global company,
we don't have much of a play in
the high-volume market, but we
definitely have a play in the
high-stake exams. We continue
to play in the high-stake
space—that's why we are in-
vesting in our mega centres,
which I would say none of our
worthy competitors have.

Wade: We are conducting

400 exams in 160 countries
across the world, but we don’t
talk about individual clients,

Why be secretive? For example,

your association with the IIMs

was well-known,

Roy: The IIMs were in public
knowledge. They made it pub-
lic. Many organizations don’t
want to make it public. That’s
our non-disclosure contract
with them. So, we don’t want to
make it public. It's not secre-
tive, but it has its own dos and
don'’ts attached to it. We are a
testing and assessment compa-
ny and we do test development
also. But none of the IT (infor-
mation technology) companies
do that.

From this year, you won't be de-

livering and assessing the CAT

exam for lIMs. What happened?

Roy: You should ask them
(ITMs). I will tell you what we
feel probably may have hap-
pened, Probably they took a de-
cision based on price. In the
market we are not one of
those... we are expensive, When
I am saying expensive, it comes
with security and quality, not
quite like what others are pro-
viding. We are high-priced and
we cater to that level of high
stake testing.

And, of course, something,

which probably IIMs were ex-
pecting us to do, we felt that
was not valid testing. We did
not propose a solution which
probably could reduce the
number of days of testing. We
did not go for that. Our recom-
mendation was multi-day test-
ing anyway.

So lIMs were thinking of reducing

the number of testing days?

Roy: In a way, I would say,
yes.

You said you are a bit expensive.

Please explain.

Roy: At some point of time,
you really need to differentiate.
We are a global assessment and
testing player, not a leading
software developer. We use IT
as an enabler. Software and
testing solutions, as you know,
are quite different. Testing is so
much of operations.

How would you like to see CAT as

an exam? What should be done to

_ take it to a new level?

Roy: If you say what I would
personally like CAT to be: for
the candidate community, I
would like it to be very fair, val-
id and a reliable test (smiles),
which rewards meritocracy,
which candidates vie for. That’s
where CAT should aspire to be.

I am really, really not very
sure whether that's going to
happen from now on.

Why do you think so?

Roy: First of all, I wouldn’t
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know whether it is going to be a
very valid test. Even if you come
down on the number of testing
sessions, still you need to
equate. Without equating, no
test is valid on a multiple ses-
sion format, Even if there are
two. I am not sure what their
methodology is going to be. Yes,
it would certainly reduce a lot of
effort for them (IIMs). Costs
have definitely come down.

Your contract period with IIMs

had a fair share of criticism, 2009

for glitches in the first year of

computer-based CAT- and then

the score tampering case In 2012.

Your view?

Roy: The 2012 (episode) has
nothing to do with us.

Wade: We gave them (IIMs)
the score and they gave it to
(another  party). We cannot
control what they do with the
information.

Some legal cases are still on. Did

the court ask you for something

like how do you equate marks,
ete.?

Roy: We have given every-
thing to the IIMs. We handed
them raw scores—that’s what
the court was asking. I don’t
know why IIMs were not giving
them. If you have a problem,
challenge us. Please tell us
where we are wrong.

What would you tell TCS, which

has bagged the CAT contract?

Roy: Good luck.
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